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A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this 
application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on April 
7, 2006 has been entered. 

Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. Claim 20 depends from canceled claim 1. 

Claims 10, 11, 13-16 and 18-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Fordenbacher (5,733,328) in 
view of Ryan (5, 830,217). Fordenbacher, in figures 7-9 and 16 
discloses a catheter having an expandable member (the balloon 
catheter described in col. 7, lines 21-24) coupled to an 
expansion actuator (the source of inflation fluid for the 
balloon catheter) and a stent (e.g. the stent shown in figure 7) 
comprising a tubular member comprising a series of sliding and 
locking circumferential elements 40, 42 (noting that more than 
two elements may be used to form a ^'series" as indicated in col. 
7, lines 7-14), wherein each element is structurally separate 
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from the other elements and forms only a fraction of the 
circumference of the tubular member, comprising at least one 
elongated rib (e.g. 41) disposed between first and second 
transverse end portions (one transverse end portion being at 45 
as seen in figure 8 and the other transverse end portion being 
at 83 as seen in figure 16) and at least one articulating 
mechanism that permits one-way sliding of the radial elements 
but prevents recoil from the expanded diameter (the arresting 
mechanisms which comprises the remainder of the arrowhead 
structures described in col. 10, lines 1-5 and also noting the 
phrase ''little or no recoil'' in col. 6, lines 46-48) . 
Fordenbacher fails to disclose a degradable polymeric coating 
that holds the stent on the expandable member- However, Ryan 
teaches that a polymeric coating should be applied to a stent 
and expandable member in order to obtain the advantage of 
keeping the stent securely attached to the catheter until 
deployment is desired (col. 2, lines 35-38 and col. 2, line 64 
to col. 3, line 9) . It would have been obvious to include a 
polymeric coating on the Fordenbacher stent and expandable 
member so that it too would have this advantage. Note that Ryan 
discloses polyethylene glycol, for example, as the polymer (col. 
6, lines 44-51). As to claim 11, note col. 8, lines 60-62 of 
Ryan. As to claims 13 and 14, Fordenbacher fails to disclose 
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radial elements that alternate between radial elements having 
one rib and radial elements having two ribs. However, it is old 
and well known in this art to provide such an arrangement in 
order to provide enhanced strength to the stent. It would have 
been obvious to this arrangement for the Fordenbacher stent so 
that it too would have this advantage. The above well known in 
the art statement is taken to be admitted prior art because 
applicant failed to traverse the examiner's assertion (M.P.E.P. 
2144.03). As to claims 20 and 21, Fordenbacher discloses a 
frame element the surrounds at least one circumferential 
element. For example, the member 69 in the center of figure 9 
may be considered to be the claimed circumferential element. 
When this member 69 is inserted into slots 43 on the other 
component 40, it is surrounded by a frame element that includes 
portions of components 40 and 42 including the members 69 on the 
left and right side of figure 9. 

Applicant's arguments filed April 7, 2006 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive for the reasons set forth 
above . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Michael 
Thaler whose telephone number is (571)272-4704. The examiner 
can normally be reached Monday to Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Anhtuan T. Nguyen can 
be reached on (571)272-4963. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(571)273-8300. 
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